Cystic schwannoma of the orbit.
Cystic schwannoma of the orbit is unreported in the world literature. A 54-year-old Caucasian man presented to our clinic with a 5 year history of progressive right-sided proptosis and diplopia. A large paramedian cystic mass displacing the right globe downwards and laterally was demonstrated. From the clinical and radiological features, the presumptive diagnosis of right frontal sinus mucocoele was made. However, the excisional biopsy of the lesion revealed the rare diagnosis of cystic schwannoma, arising from a branch of the first division of the trigeminal nerve. Post-operatively, the patient had a smooth recovery with visual acuity of 20/20 in each eye; full binocular single vision was also re-established. The differential diagnoses of cystic orbital mass, and the radiological and histological findings of the lesion, are described and discussed.